
Today, its influence continues. You can 
go through nearly every U.S. presidency 
and pull biblical references from important 
speeches. The same is true of other national 
heroes, from war veterans and athletes to 
inventors and civic leaders.

Like the mighty oak trees that span the 
hills and valleys of the American landscape, 
the Bible has roots that run deep into 
American soil. Through your support of 
Museum of the Bible, you are ensuring that 
the Bible’s history, impact, and story will be 
understood for generations to come.

The Founders, heroes of American 
history, like you highly valued the Bible’s 
teachings on morality. Many Founders 

supported the efforts to make the Bible 
accessible to the citizens of the new nation.

Declaration of Independence signer 
Benjamin Rush was vice president of the 
Philadelphia Bible Society — America’s first 
official Bible society organized in 1808. 
Thomas Jefferson donated money to the 
newly-formed Virginia Bible Society, and 
Elias Boudinot, President of the Continental 
Congress, was one of the founders of the 
American Bible Society.

America was built on freedom, with the 
Bible as the cornerstone of its moral and 
religious heritage. It’s difficult to even think 
of American history without considering 
its inextricable link to the Bible and those 
leaders who attempted to pattern their lives 
and ideals from it.

From the Bible’s central role among the 
earliest settlers in America, the planting 
of churches in the pioneer communities, 
and the founding of great colleges such as 
Harvard and Princeton, the Bible has both 
informed America’s national journey and 
served as an icon for every age. Even so, 

the Bible has also had a complicated role 
in the history of this country, especially 

with slavery and the expression of 
religion in society.
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America was built on freedom, 
with the Bible as the cornerstone 
of its moral and religious heritage. 



“I have examined all [religions], and the result is that the Bible is the best book 
in the world.” —John Adams

“In short, were you to ask me to recommend the most valuable book in the 
world, I should fix on the Bible as the most instructive, both to the wise and 
to the ignorant. “ —Elias Boudinot

“By conveying the Bible to people ... we certainly do them a 
most interesting act of kindness.” —John Jay

“By renouncing the Bible, philosophers swing from their moorings upon all 
moral subjects. It is the only correct map of the human heart that ever has 

been published.” —Benjamin Rush

“The moral principles and precepts found in the Scriptures 
ought to form the basis of all our civil constitutions and laws.” 
—Noah Webster

In Their Own Words…
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You want to make a difference for generations to come 
— and you want to be smart doing it. We can help! 

As a steward of the Bible and your valued 
resources, Museum of the Bible is now able to accept donated 
stock, as well as other non-cash items — automobiles, 
collectibles, electronics, gift cards, jewelry, real estate, etc.

Donating such items may allow you to avoid paying 
capital gains taxes and claim the deduction at fair market 
value — meaning you can steward your resources carefully as 
you invest in Museum of the Bible for today and tomorrow.

Your impact for the Bible today... 
and tomorrow!

Construction
FUN FACTS 

Construction is underway. The museum is taking shape. 
We cannot wait for you to personally experience this 
world-class, cutting-edge museum next year!

For more information, contact us via:
• museumofthebible.org/donate
• Donor Services at 855-554-8900

Olympic swimmers take note! We’ve 
excavated 23,194 cubic yards of soil 
from our construction site ... that’s 
enough to fill 9.5 Olympic 
swimming pools!

Put on your hard hat and consider 
these mind-blowing Museum of the 
Bible construction fun facts…

        We’ve demolished 38,770,000 
    pounds of concrete so far ... 
that’s equivalent to the weight of 
3,462 Asian elephants!

7,072 linear feet of driven piles support our museum 
foundation ... that’s 13 times the height of 
          the Washington Monument!

Crews have constructed over
6,127 linear feet of scaffold
platform ... equaling 20.5
NFL football fields.

Approximately 306,464 bricks will help our 
museum begin to take shape — that’s 38.7 
miles of bricks — 20 times the 
length of the National Mall!



Rear Admiral Barry C. Black is the 62nd chaplain 
of the United States Senate ... and a friend of 
Museum of the Bible. 

He recently spoke at a Museum of the Bible event 
in Washington, D.C.,  about the importance of the 
Bible, especially in America today.

Chaplain Black told a story of how his mother 
would make him and his eight siblings read the Bible 
when they were children. The impact of the Bible in 

their lives was transformative. Holding on to it 
allowed them to break the bonds of the cycle of 
generational poverty — and discover the purpose 
of God for their individual lives.

He said, “I found something to hold on to, but 
it was not just a piece of paper, not just a book. I 
discovered that I could encounter the transcendent 
presence of the Godman.

“He is Alpha. He is Omega. He is the beginning 
and the end. He is King of Kings, Lord of Lords. He 
is something to hold on to.”

We’d like to thank Chaplain Black for speaking 
out on behalf of the Bible — and encouraging 
others to do the same.

A Bible Leader 
Speaks Out
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“If ever we should be celebrating 
the Word of God ... It is in this 
time.” —Chaplain Barry Black, 
U.S. Senate Chaplain 

“The Bible, the Word of God, is something to hold on to.”
— Chaplain Barry Black, U.S. Senate Chaplain
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You know the story of America’s humble beginnings ... how 
thousands of Puritan colonists came to Massachusetts 
in the 1630s, many hoping to establish communities and 

churches free from English governmental control. 
These freedom-seeking colonists are responsible for the first 

book ever printed in America: the Bay Psalm Book of 1640. This 
book was an instant best-seller! It became so popular, nearly 
every church in Massachusetts Bay embraced it!

A later printed edition of the Bay Psalm Book fully captures 
the important role it played in the community. The title page 
displays Paul’s words in Ephesians 5:19:

“Let the Word of God dwell in you richly in all wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing one another in Psalms, Hymns, and 
Spiritual Songs, singing to the LORD, with grace in your hearts.”

The many editions of the Bay Psalm Book played a pivotal 

role in fashioning the biblical culture and mindset of early 
Americans in the New England colonies. 

It is one more proof that the Bible is a living, breathing story 
that continues — and one that you, too, will help carry forward 
through your support of Museum of the Bible!

A New Book
for the New World
America’s First Book

“Let the Word of God dwell in you richly 
in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing 
one another in Psalms, Hymns, and 
Spiritual Songs, singing to the LORD, 
with grace in your hearts.”
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It’s the end of an era!
For six years, Museum of the Bible has been inviting 

all people to engage with the Bible through our traveling 
exhibit, Passages. 

It all started on May 15, 2011, when Passages opened 
to the world at the Oklahoma City Museum of Art. 

From there, our exciting 35,000-square-feet exhibit 
grew in popularity ... hosting thousands of guests in six 
cities, and traveling more than 5,000 miles! Visitors shared:

• “It was such a blessing to see in person the
history of the Bible. The Dead Sea Scrolls,
various ancient scrolls, Bibles, and artifacts
were mind-blowing!”

• “Thank you. It was an honor to have this rare
gem in our city. I wish everyone had taken
the time to see the exhibit. So eye-opening
and life-transforming.”

• “What a treasure to be shared! Thank you for
sharing with our city!”

Now, the exhibit has been de-installed in Santa 
Clarita, California, and carefully packed in 80 cases of 
nearly 400 Bible artifacts. Some of these rare artifacts 
will make their next debut in Washington, D.C., in 2017!

As this chapter in Museum of the Bible’s history 
comes to a close, it is incredibly exciting to see what 
the next one holds! With the opening of the museum, 
and additional traveling exhibits on the horizon, the 
future is bright. 

Together, we will continue to explore new ways to 
invite all people around the world to engage with the Bible.

A Fond Farewell

As this chapter in Museum of the Bible’s 
history comes to a close, it is incredibly 
exciting to see what the next one holds!



5

Cooke Pictures and Museum of the Bible are 
at it again ... teaming up for another award-
winning project together.  

We’re pleased to tell you that Cooke Pictures is 
now the two-time recipient of the prestigious Telly 
Award — a national honor!

Last year, the Cooke team won a Telly Award 
for Museum of the Bible’s spectacular four-minute 
overview video. Now, they’ve been recognized yet 
again, for a video highlighting our unique Museum 
Scholars Initiative Logos program at Oxford.

Congratulations to everyone at Cooke Pictures 
for this amazing honor. 

See what the buzz is all about! 
Visit www.cookepictures.com 
to view Cooke Pictures’ 
award-winning Museum 
of the Bible video.

An Award-Winning Partnership! 

COOKEPICTURES
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Dear Friend, 

Who determines the role the Bible holds in 
America today? You and I do.

Don’t let July pass you by without 
considering the freedom you’ve been given to 
read the Bible, contemplate it, digest it, apply 
it, and share it with others.

This is why it’s my privilege, 
this Independence Day, to invite 
you to partner with us in a great act 
of patriotism — helping complete 
and open Museum of the Bible   
to millions.

Your support today will help 
people everywhere experience 

the Bible in a new and exciting way ... for 
generations to come.

Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, 
for being a part of this great effort!

Timothy Smith
Chief Development Officer

       A Personal Word

P.O. Box 15479
Washington, DC 20003-0479

museumoftheBible.org
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