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QUIT E A F IRST IMPR ESSI O N !

I

f you’ve taken Museum of the Bible’s
online Extended Fly-Through Tour,
it’s the first thing you noticed — the
magnificent artwork which will welcome
every guest at the museum’s entrance.
The entrance itself is amazing: 40 feet
high and 20 feet deep, flanked by massive
bronze panels emblazoned with Genesis 1
from the first edition of the Gutenberg Bible
— designed by Washington, D.C.-based
artist Larry Kirkland, renowned for his
many commissioned pieces in New York’s
Penn Station, the American Red Cross
Headquarters, and National Academies of
Science in D.C.

Guests will encounter the
Bible’s history, narrative, and
impact — and its connection
to their own lives — in a most
immersive and powerful way.

“The decision by Gutenberg to print the
Bible was a very interesting and calculated
thing,” Kirkland explains. “By using this as
this entrance statement, it speaks of the
Bible, but also of invention. It talks about
the human mind and the availability of the
Bible’s text to anyone and everyone.”
A great deal of planning and teamwork
was needed to bring the concept of these
splendid bronze doors to life. Painstaking
detail went into the creation of each and
every letter.
The front page of the Gutenberg Bible
had two equal columns of text, with one
wide margin. There, people could add their
own “marginalia” — notes or marks in the
margin. In the same way, the panel at the
side of the museum’s entrance is wider
— and there, artist Ron Wood has created
beautiful scrollwork.
When guests to Museum of the Bible
pass through this breathtaking entrance,
they’ll step into a world that is timeless —
God’s story. They’ll encounter the Bible’s
history, narrative, and impact — and its
connection to their own lives — in a most
immersive and powerful way.
Genesis 1 begins, “In the beginning,
God....” A fitting greeting for the visitors
who will visit Museum of the Bible each
year! Your continued support will help open
the doors! Thank you!

INNOVATIVE. ENGAGING.

LIFE-CHANGING.

T

he excitement surrounding Museum of the Bible
Curriculum is growing!

for more information on how to get a hold of this
state-of-the-art Bible-based, educational resource.

Word of the curriculum is spreading, as
more individuals and schools are now contacting us

Volume 1 — covering Genesis to Ruth — will soon be
available for homeschool, private school, small group, and
independent study use, accessible directly from the app
stores for both Apple and Android platforms.

More and more people are engaging
with the Bible through this unique and
technologically advanced educational tool.

The curriculum is rapidly gearing up. It’s
encouraging to see the enthusiastic response as more
and more people engage with the Bible through this
unique and technologically advanced educational tool.
This curriculum is one of the many powerful ways
your generosity to Museum of the Bible is inviting
others, around the world, to discover the Bible in brandnew ways.
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FOR ACADEMIA ... AND FOR YOU!

T

he first volume of Publications of Museum of the
Bible (Michael W. Holmes, General Editor) has been
released by Museum of the Bible.

This exciting new scholarly series has come to life
through Brill Publishers. Each volume will highlight different
elements of the museum’s unique collections, designed to
make research on these artifacts available to the broader
public and for further academic study.
This first volume in the “Semitic Texts” series, Dead
Sea Scrolls Fragments in the Museum Collection, is edited by
Emanuel Tov, Kipp David, and Robert Duke, Editors. The
volume examines 13 fragments from the Judaean Desert
curated by Museum of the Bible.
Few archeological discoveries have helped us understand
the transmission of the Hebrew Bible more than the Dead

Sea Scrolls and other fragments collected from the Judaean
Desert. These scrolls and fragments represent the oldest
known surviving texts of the Hebrew Bible.

These scrolls and fragments represent the
oldest known surviving texts of
the Hebrew Bible.

Museum of the Bible is committed to furthering research
and education, and to contributing significant, scholarly
publications about the Bible — not only for specialists but
also for the general public. This is just one of the ways
Museum of the Bible seeks to engage all people with the
history, narrative, and impact the Bible. Thank you for
being part of it!

Dead Sea Scroll Fragment
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PART OF T H E

AM E R IC A N FA BRIC
“In regard to this Great Book, I
have but to say, it is the best gift
God has given to man.”
– Words spoken by our 16th president, Abraham Lincoln,
conveying just how important the Bible was to him.

Y

ou may not know that as Lincoln was preparing
to take the oath of office, his personal belongings,
including his family Bible, were on a cart, en route
from his Illinois home. William Thomas Carroll, a clerk
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for the Supreme Court at the time, fetched an 1853 King
James Bible for Lincoln to swear upon. Carroll recorded
the event in the back of the Bible and had it affixed with
the seal of the Supreme Court. Today, this Bible is known
as the Lincoln Bible. On January 20, 2009, in a precedentsetting gesture, Barack Obama became the first president,
other than Lincoln himself in 1861, to use the Lincoln Bible
for his swearing-in ceremony. He used it again in 2013.
Today, President Lincoln’s Bible is part of the Library
of Congress collection.

This historical Bible
was used in President
Obama’s 2009 and
2013 inaugurations.
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LA BI B L I A L IV ES ON

E

ven after the exhibit closed, its influence continues.
La Biblia: El Camino de Dios en el Camino del Hombre
(“The Bible: The Way of God in the Way of Man”)
was first exhibited in Havana, Cuba, in 2014, and displayed
again in the Cuban city of Santiago in February 2016.

together posters of artifacts from the exhibit to share the
history, narrative, and impact of the Bible with people
throughout Sanci Spiritus, Cuba, and even distributed
Bibles.

The exhibit continues to invite the people of Cuba to
engage with the Bible still!

The La Biblia traveling exhibit
continues to engage the Cuban people
long after it closed.

A small team of young professionals from Santiago
— a doctor, psychologist, chemist, graphic designer,
and others — worked as docents during the 2016
La Biblia exhibition. The team,
who call themselves GlaDios
(“Gladiators” or “Warriors
of God”), have used their
experience working as docents
to keep the exhibition alive.

News of GlaDios’ dedication to engage the Cuban people
with La Biblia and distribute Bibles reached a generous
sponsor, who donated 700 Bibles and is providing new
and improved vinyl posters for the traveling exhibit. New
exhibition guides are also on the way. The impact continues!

Without any physical
artifacts, they created pieced-
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Through our traveling exhibits — and the commitment
of people whose lives have been touched by them — more
and more are engaging with the Bible in Cuba!

Museum of the Bible President, Cary Summers,
and guests, engaging with the Digital Guide

POWER ED UP!

T

his isn’t going to be your average museum
experience!

Museum of the Bible is an innovative, global, educational
institution, purposed to invite all people to engage with
the Bible. To pull it off, we’re stepping out of the box.
Technology will play a huge role in bringing the
experience to life, and Museum of the Bible is intentionally
planning to become the most technologically advanced
museum in the world.
Here’s a quick look at the museum’s technology,
by the numbers:
• 384 monitors, 93 projectors, 102 equipment racks
• 200 miles of low-voltage cables
• 250 computers, 83 interactives, 12 theaters
• more than 500 wireless access points
• a cellular DAS system to give users easy access
to personal devices
• 400 UWB navigation anchors
• 3,000 Digital Guide devices

• numerous technically outfitted conference rooms
and classroom spaces
• and digital signage throughout the museum

Museum of the Bible is planning to be
the most technologically advanced
museum in the world when it opens in
November of 2017.

In all, a beginning investment in technology of
approximately $42,000,000 will give museum guests
an unparalleled Bible experience.
In just a matter of months now, the 430,000-squarefoot state-of-the-art Museum of the Bible will open, just
three blocks from the Capitol building in Washington, D.C.
Please join us and give generously today. Be a part of
sharing the excitement — and welcoming the world to
engage with the greatest book ever written!
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A PERSONAL WORD
Dear Friend,
Well, it’s a big year
ahead for Museum of the
Bible.
This is going to be
life-changing. It’s getting
easier to see the finished
product every day.
Just think: In less than a year, this place will
be filled with crowds of people!
I’m excited to give you a glimpse in this issue of
Explore! of the kind of experience museum guests
will have from their first step into the museum —
through the 40-foot-tall, 16-ton bronze presentation
of Genesis 1 gracing the entrance.
As you read and imagine it with me, please
know that we need your continued generosity to
make it all possible, so that together we can open
our doors to a waiting world this fall.
Consider how you might participate today. 2017
is here at long last. We’re in the final stretch to
completion. Help us get this grand-opening year
off to a strong start and cross the finish line.
Whatever your gift, join us! Thank you!

Timothy Smith
Chief Development Officer

AN INSIDER’S LOOK...
Don’t forget to stay connected and read the latest from our leadership! Visit President
Cary Summers’ blog (carysummers.com) and Chief Development Officer Tim Smith’s
blog (timothylsmith.com) for unique perspectives on every facet of Museum of the Bible.
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