
Imagine helping someone encounter the 
Bible in a whole new way — by simply 
pulling back the curtain to reveal that its 

influence is everywhere, all around us. 
Museum of the Bible’s Impact Floor will 

do just that, engaging visitors in discovering 
the Bible through its profound influence on 
popular culture. From art and architecture to 
criminal justice and government, literature 
and music to stage and screen — this floor’s 
exhibits will take guests by surprise! 
Whether a skeptic or a fan of the Bible, fun 
and thought-provoking discoveries of the 
book’s impact await every museum visitor.

In the world of fashion, teachings   
and imagery of the Bible have profoundly 
affected how people dress, from millennia 
ago to the present day. In music, the Bible 
has influenced everything from 
ecclesiastical to popular music, and even 
music notation itself. And on stage and 
screen, the Bible has given birth to 
archetypes, themes, and story narratives 
that have been consistently represented  
in performance.

Arts, fashion, literature, film? Forever 21 
to C28; U2 to Kanye; Shakespeare to 
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Whether a skeptic or a fan of the 
Bible, fun and thought-provoking 
discoveries of the Bible’s impact 
await every museum visitor.

On stage and screen, the Bible has given birth to archetypes, themes, and 
story narratives that have been consistently represented in performance.



• “A drop in the bucket”  (Isaiah 40:15)

• “A fly in the ointment”  (Ecclesiastes 10:1)

• “A labor of love”  (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3)

• “A leopard cannot change its spots” (Jeremiah 13:21)

• “A sign of the times”  (Matthew 16:3)

• “At the eleventh hour”  (Matthew 20:1-16)

• “At wit’s end”  (Psalm 107:23-27)

• “By the skin of my teeth”  (Job 19:20)

• “Cast pearls before swine”  (Matthew 7:6)

• “Eat, drink, and be merry”  (Ecclesiastes 8:15)

• “Fight the good fight”  (1 Timothy 6:12)

• “Like a lamb to the slaughter”  (Isaiah 53:7)

• “The blind leading the blind”  (Matthew 15:14)

• “The straight and narrow”  (Matthew 7:13-14)

• “To fall by the wayside”  (Luke 8:5)

Steinbeck; Ghostbusters to Saving Private 
Ryan — it’s in there.

Everyday life? Chick-fil-A to In-N-Out 
Burger; Charlie Brown to Tim Tebow; 
swearing in witnesses in courtrooms to the 
nightstand in hotel rooms; even popular 
sayings used in conversation — it’s 
everywhere!

Biblical impactology isn’t an existing 
field of study. But you cannot help but 
experience the Bible’s impact all around us. 
Your support for and partnership with 
Museum of the Bible will help make exhibits 
like this possible, welcoming visitors from 
across our beloved country and around the 
world to discover the Bible where it’s hidden 
in plain sight — all around them.

Hidden in Plain Sight
Continued from page 1 

From art and architecture to criminal justice and government, literature and music to stage and 
screen — this floor’s exhibits will take guests by surprise!

Your support for and 
partnership with Museum 
of the Bible will help make 
exhibits like this possible!

The Bible’s influence is all around us…
Did you know these everyday expressions — 
and many more — find their origin in the Bible?

2

tthew 7:6)



3

To this point you had only seen them in
architectural drawings and artist renderings. 

Today, Museum of the Bible’s fifth and sixth 
floors have come off the page and become an exciting 
reality. The floors are in and the framework for the glass 
roof installation has begun to take shape!

Inside the building, tremendous progress is underway 
on every floor. The lobby area ceiling is being prepped 
for the installation of the digital canvas — one of the 
largest in the world — that will greet museum guests. 

Great headway has been made on the Impact, 
Narrative, and History Floors — the three main 
exhibit areas of the museum where visitors will have 
a thoroughly immersive and highly personalized 
experience engaging with the Bible. Fire-safety sprinkler 
systems and electrical conduit are in. Sheet rock is 
going up right now, and components of the HVAC 
systems are being installed. 

We’re getting closer. Detail by detail, floor by 
floor, Museum of the Bible is coming together. Your 
continued support plays a vital role in making this dream 
a reality — thank you! You can even watch the exciting 

process unfold through our live construction cam view, 
found at http://oxblue.com/open/clarkconstruction/
museumofthebible. 

Things are moving fast — Fall 2017 will be here 
before we know it!

The fifth and sixth 
floors are up!

Tremendous progress is 
underway on every floor.

Today, Museum of the Bible’s fifth and sixth floors have come off the page and become 
an exciting reality. The floors are in and the framework for the glass roof installation 
has begun to take shape!
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A collection of college students with recognized 
leadership potential recently participated in a trip 
to Israel sponsored by Museum of the Bible and 

The Philos Project.
Designed not only to enhance a student’s appreciation 

for the Bible as they’re able to walk the land in which 
much of its story unfolded, but they also came away with 
a greater appreciation for modern Israel.

Trip participants heard from Jewish statesmen, 
Palestinian journalists, Israeli military officers, and 
Christian Aramaic leaders, all of whom shared fascinating 
insights on life in the Middle East and expressed their 
gratitude for living in the region’s only democracy, Israel.

It all added up to a life-impacting trip! Here’s what a 
few students had to say: 

• “This trip offered a great mix between ancient and
modern Israel and has made me want to be, in the
words of one of our speakers, Dr. Tal Becker, a
‘character witness’ for the state of Israel and Jews
around the world.”

• “It was truly the best
10 days of my life. My
grandpa was a professor
of Middle Eastern history
for many years. He is very
anti-Israel. I came back
motivated to tell not only
my grandpa but everyone I know about
the importance of standing with Israel.”

• “Visiting the Holy Land strengthened the realness of
the Bible for me. Now that I have seen the faces of
real people in Israel, my heart is tender toward them.”

Through your support of Museum of the Bible and 
initiatives like our Philos Project Israel trips, you’re 
impacting the next generation of leaders … helping them 
become informed voices for Israel and the Bible!

172 College Students + 10 days
One Life-Changing Experience

Participants encounter the land of the 
Bible firsthand … and experience the 
modern-day miracle that is Israel.
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Looking for a lost goat, a Bedouin shepherd went 
into a cave. He emerged having made what 
is generally considered the most important 

archaeological discovery of the last century: the 
Dead Sea Scrolls.  

It’s really an amazing story. It was 1947. 
While searching for a stray animal, a shepherd 
came upon the seaside caves at Qumran. He 
began tossing stones into the caves, hoping 
to stir the missing goat. Instead, he heard the 
sharp cracking sound of his stone hitting pottery. 
Inside, he discovered a number of clay pots containing 
fragments of leather and papyrus scrolls. 

Over the next decade, thousands of 
scroll fragments were discovered, 
some dating back as early as the 
third century BCE. The scrolls 
contained Jewish documents written 
in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek, with 
fragments of nearly every book in the 
Hebrew Bible represented among them. 
What a find!

Through Museum of the Bible, this vitally 
important discovery will soon be accessible  
to everyone.

Dead Sea Scroll fragments — as well as the 
rest of the more than 40,000 items that make 
up the museum’s collection — will allow guests 
like you and your family to experience the 
Bible’s history, narrative, and impact in a most 
unique and powerful way.

Face-to-Face with the Bible’s Past

Dead Sea Scroll fragments — as well as the rest of the more than 40,000 items that 
make up the museum’s collection — will allow guests like you and your family to 
experience the Bible’s history, narrative, and impact in a most unique and powerful way.
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The museum’s collection will 
bring visitors from around 
the world face-to-face with the 
Bible’s past.



Questions of Faith:   
Chatrooms at the Dawn  
of the Modern Era
Museum of the Bible’s partnership with Ulmer 

Museum in Germany will present an exciting new 
traveling exhibit focusing on the conflicts between 

different faith communities in southern Germany in the 
Middle Ages.

Since it opened at the end of February, Questions of 
Faith has welcomed enthusiastic crowds to explore the 

religious conflicts and divisions 
that characterized the region 
and era.

Manuscripts, paintings, 
and sculptures from Judaism, 
Islam, and Christianity reveal 
that theological differences 
were not only expressed in 
public discourse, but also 
reflected in literature and 
visual art. The objects on 
display document multi- 

faceted relationships between the religious groups and 
their cultural influence on each other. 

Questions of Faith provides a very unique perspective 
on this subject, highlighting similarities of these religious 
groups and demonstrating that opportunities existed for 
them to engage in fruitful discussion.

In all, some 80 priceless artifacts, many of them 
on loan from Vienna, New York, St. Gallen, Nuremberg, 
Amsterdam, Tel Aviv, Cracow, Brussels, Parma, 
and Heidelberg, are included. The exhibit has been 
particularly engaging for a younger audience, too, with 
film clips, edgy music videos, and interactive computer 
games built into its design.

Your support for Museum of the Bible takes the 
Bible and its history, narrative, and impact to the rest 
of the world in these traveling exhibits — and will 
help welcome all people, of all faiths and traditions, 
and for generations to come, to our permanent, 
430,000-square-foot, world-class museum in 
Washington, D.C.
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Museum of the Bible’s traveling 
exhibits have reached more than 
a half-million people around 
the world, from Jerusalem to the 
Vatican, Buenos Aires to Havana, 
and all across the United States.

The Questions of Faith traveling exhibit highlights 80 
priceless artifacts on loan from all over the world.



The Book: Accessible 
Anytime Anywhere
Museum of the Bible is excited to announce a new 

partnership with Bible Gateway, the Internet’s 
most visited Bible website.

The museum’s daily one-minute radio feature, The 
Book, currently airs on 350 radio stations nationwide. 
Through this partnership, The Book is accessible through 
Bible Gateway’s audio page, thereby available to the site’s 
millions of visitors from more than 200 countries who 
regularly read, hear, search, study, and compare Bible 
passages in over 200 versions and 70 languages.

“It’s a pleasure to partner 
with Museum of the Bible to make 
The Book radio program available 
for millions to enjoy on Bible 
Gateway,” said Rachel Barach, 
general manager of Bible Gateway. 
“Providing The Book to users is 
one more way the site is helping 
people all over the world engage 
with the Bible.”

And that, of course, is Museum 
of the Bible’s mission — to be there for you and your 
family, inviting all people to engage with the Bible through 
museum exhibits, artifact research, and education 
initiatives, and to help you discover the Bible’s fascinating 
story from ancient times to today.
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As the Internet’s most visited 
Bible website, Bible Gateway 
seeks to equip people to read 
and understand the Bible 
wherever they are.



Dear Friend, 

The Bible’s impact on popular culture is 
everywhere.

From art to architecture, Hollywood to 
Motown, right down to common expressions 
we use in everyday conversation, it surrounds 
us! And yet, we often overlook it.

An exciting part of 
presenting the Bible’s narrative, 
history, and impact is pointing 
out to museum guests what’s 
plain to see; the Bible already 
touches their lives in many ways.

Museum of the Bible’s 
Impact Floor promises to be most engaging, 
revealing the Bible’s impact on just about 
any subject imaginable. Whether a visitor 
is a skeptic or a fan of the Bible, they’ll find 
something on this floor never seen or thought 
about before.

You can get involved in presenting this most 
unique and powerful book to the world. There’s 
room for you on our team. Help us share the 
Bible — please join us. THANK YOU!

Timothy Smith
Chief Development Officer

       A Personal Word

P.O. Box 15479
Washington, DC 20003-0479

museumoftheBible.org
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